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Tho Ascidian larva had climbed the steep as-
cent of the mountain side of being, and through
the mouse or rat, or whatever lower form is
preferred, had reached "the Simiadae of the
old world/**and finally its human stage. Others
had travelled upward, but with slower steps,
and become weasels, mules, asses, horses,
camels, lions, tigers, and all the variety of
living things. But now, from six thousand
yours ago, the process is arrested, and as far
back as observation can reach, no change from
lower to higher species has been observed.
No woman has given birth to a winged seraph,
no ape or monkey to a human child, no lion to
monkey or ape, A sudden frost has seized
upon, the grand life-impulse, to which such
wondrous results are ascribed. It disappears
wholly from view, and is seen no more. Ten
thousand species, all inferior to man, live on
with him side by side for thousands of years;
and still, in thousands of millions of births, no
single instance of this upward transition has
boon established. No single bear, by its efforts
to catch fish, has been known to give birth to
a cetaceouH infant; and no babbit, by the wish
to escape from its pursuers, has bred a race of
hares. Onco admit the evolution theory, and
a strange conclusion must follow. To escape